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Preamble

The present work is the product of aimost a two-year intensive collective labour. The idea to create this
book took shape when the euphoria around the Rose Revolution reached its peak — right after the almost
unanimous election of Mikheil Saakashvili to the post of the President of Georgia on January 4, 2004. As
an NGO we felt that this phenomenon needed to be understood from the point of view of civil society,
particularly the non-governmental sector. Even at that time the lack of such literature was evident.
Negotiations with donors finally resulted in the interest shown by and the agreement achieved with the
Dutch non-governmental foundation “Cordaid” (formerly known as “Caritas’) to support a large-scale
research (both qualitative and quantitative) on the role of civil society towards the Georgian revolution.

At the suggestion of the foundation, certain persons and organizations were outlined for cooperation with



our working group, in order to achieve certain representativeness, as well as cogency of the work results.
That is how the project Steering Committee has formed. Gradually we also determined the time period to
be covered by our research: from the processes preceding and having an impact on the revolution, right
up to the moment when the revolutionary plan started to malfunction. By the time the project
documentation and the working plan were to be finally approved (June 2004), the bloodless revolution in
Ajara had already been accomplished and the public was waiting for the results of the venturesome
project of applying asimilar scenario to South Ossetia. Now we already know what the result was. Thisis
why our research covers the period starting from a few months before the Revolution and up to June
2004, and the Batumi events are the last case study of it. We hope that the results of our study will be of

interest to both scholars and international organizations operating in the post-Soviet area.



